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SUBJECT: PW/MIA'S 

1. MR. AND MRS. WALTER GOURLEY, OF IOWA, WHOSE SON, AF 
CAPT. LAURENT LEE GOURLEY HAS BEEN MIA IN LAOS SINCE 9 
AUGUST 1969 TELEPHONED DEPTOFF MAY 21 TO REPORT THEY HAD 
RECEIVED LETTER DTD MAY 10 FROM "OUDONE CHANTHARASY," 
PRIVATE SECRETARY TO THE PRIME MINISTER, RESPONDING TO 
LETTER MRS. GOURLEY HAD SENT TO SOUVANNA APRIL 30. LETTER 
IS IN ENGLISH AND READS AS FOLLOWS: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: IN RESPONSE TO YOUR LETTER OF APRIL 30 TO 
SOUVANNA PHOUMA, PRIME MINISTER OF LAOS, I HAVE THE HONOR 
TO INFORM YOU THAT THE LETTER OF YOUR SON IS GIVEN TO HE 
PHOUMI VONGVICHIT, DEPUTY PM AND FOREIGN MINISTER OF LAOS, 
WHO WILL CONVEY IT LATER TO YOUR SON. END TEXT. 

3. GOURLEYS RECOGNIZE THAT WORDING OF FINAL PHRASE MAY 
RESULT FROM THE WRITER'S LIMITED COMMAND OF ENGLISH. AT 
SAME TIME, THEY ARE HEARTENED BY THIS INDICATION THAT THE 
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THEIRS ABOUT OUR MIA'S. WHEN DEPTOFF SUGGESTED THEY 
FOLLOW UP WITH LETTER TO VONGVICHIT, GOURLEYS SAID THEY HAD 
ALREADY DONE SO (ON MAY 20). 

4. SUGGEST EMBASSY CONTACT SOUV ANNA'S OFFICE TO CHECK WORD 
ING OF LETTER TO GOURLEYS. UNLESS THE WRITER INTENDED TO 
SUGGEST CAPT. GOURLEY IS ALIVE, HE SHOULD BE CAUTIONED TO 
MODIFY HIS LANGUAGE ON THIS SENSITIVE SUBJECT IN FUTURE 
COMMUNICATIONS TO FAMILIES. GOURLEY FAMILY WOULD ALSO BE 
GLAD TO HAVE MISSION CONTACT VONGVICHIT ON THEIR BEHALF TO 
REQUEST RESPONSE TO THEIR LETTERS. 

5. PLEASE ADVISE. 

RUSH 
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